INTRODUCTION to MILTICK

The Military Tick ldentification/Infection Confirmation Kit (MilTICK) tests
human-biting ticks removed from Department of War (DoW) beneficiaries.
This includes Active-Duty personnel, reservists, contractors, DoW
civilians, and dependents of these groups. MIITICK does not test ticks
removed from animals, or ticks found crawling on people. MilTICK
pathogen testing is free of charge, the only associated cost is shipping

the samples.

When samples will be submitted routinely from the same MTF, or when
there is a large-scale exercise occurring, we recommend utilizing a more
streamlined system for tick submission, rather than individual tick kits.
Below is a synopsis of the resources that MIITICK provides, and the
recommend steps for collecting and shipping the human-biting tick

submissions to the MIITICK lab.
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Military Tick Identification/Infection Confirmation Kit

Inquires can be directed to the
MIITICK group mailbox: dha.apg.Pub-
Health-A.mbx.tickcom@health.mil

Attn: MIlTICK
Defense Centers for Public Health - Aberdeen
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for MTF/Large Scale Operation

Identify a central operational point
of contact (POC). This central POC is
responsible for the following:

. Creating an internal spreadsheet to

track which tick bit which person; each
tick should have a unique ID created by
the POC (not including any PlI).
Shipping ticks to the MIITICK lab.
Receiving pathogen results and re-
porting them back to tick-bite victims.

. Requesting materials for tick shipping

(tick kits, vials, etc.) from MIITICK as
needed.

Obtain the most recent digital tick sub-
mission document, and USDA shipping
permit, from the MIITICK team or the
MIITICK website.

. If vials or tick kits were not previous-

ly requested from MiIITICK, you may
utilize other containers to collect

and ship human-biting tick samples.
Examples of acceptable containers
include: two Ziploc bags, 1.5mL or
2mL Eppendorf microcentrifuge tubes,
5mL conicals, other small screw cap
containers, etc. It is not acceptable to
collect ticks on tape.

. MIITICK also has an approved infor-

mation flyer that can be printed and
posted in Clinics and/or offices.

Fill out the digital tick submission
document (LIDS 8519) with all relevant
information for up to 25 tick submis-
sions at a time.

. We recommend that the operational

POC generate an excel document that
includes the tick bite victim’s personal
information and assign each tick sub-

mission an arbitrary sample identifica-
tion number, not including any PII. This
number needs to be unique enough to
assign the correct tick to the submis-

sion document.

DHA Public Health
8300 Ricketts Point Rd. Bldg E-2850, APG Edgewood, MD 21010

MiITICK Website: https://ph.health.mil/topics/entomology/ kits/
Pages/HumanTickTestKitProgram.aspx
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i. Example tick id “Date_lInstallation
name_tick #”

1.i.e. “13Apr26_APG_01"

ii. This could be a simple spreadsheet
with the tick-bite victims’ name and
email address and their corre-
sponding unique tick identification
number.

1. This internal spreadsheet
should remain separate from
the MIITICK submission docu-
ment.

2. None of the tick-bite victims
Pll should be included in the
MiITICK submission document.

Ensure each tick has its own unique
identifier that can be traced back to
the person that was bitten (not includ-
ing any PII).

. When collecting human-biting ticks it is

important to know that if multiple ticks
were removed from one person, that
is considered as one submission. All
ticks removed from the same person
can be placed in the same collection
container and only one submission
line is needed.

Email the completed electronic Tick
Submission Form(s) (LIDS 8519) to
the MIITICK group mailbox.

. Multiple forms can be emailed at once

if there are more than 25 individual
tick submissions being sent at one
time.

. MIITICK group mailbox: dha.apg.Pub-

Health-A.mbx.tickcom@health.mil

C o
D]"A'/'
® Approved for public release;

Defense Health Agency distribution unlimited.

PUBLIC HEALTH TA-756-JUN26

Ship samples to the MIITICK lab,
including the most up-to-date USDA
shipping permit in the package.

. We recommend utilizing an overnight

shipping service to ensure that the
MiITICK team receives ticks in a timely
fashion and can report results in a
medically relevant timeframe.

. Multiple tick submissions can be

submitted in the same mailing
package, as long as the ticks are in
double-sealed containers, and they are
clearly labeled with their unique tick
identifying number.

. You may include a printed out copy of

the unique identifiers of the enclosed
tick submissions if desired.

. Only one USDA permit is required per

parcel shipped.

Report results back to the tick-bite
victim.

. The operational POC will receive an of-

ficial report from the MIITICK team as
a PDF document containing the patho-
gen results for the batch of submitted
samples.

i. Up to 25 tick submission results
can be included in each report.

. It is the responsibility of the operation-

al POC to communicate the tick-borne
pathogens results to the tick-bite
victim (hence the recommendation of
an internal tracking spreadsheet).

. The operational POC can request

assistance from the MIlTICK team
with communication of results to the
tick-bite victim, as well as requesting
additional resources. Any additional in-
quiries regarding tick-borne pathogens
results can be directed to the MIlTICK
team group mailbox.




