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2022 Armed Forces Reportable Medical Events Guidelines and Case Definitions

Pertussis
COMMON NAME: Whooping Cough

Critical Reporting Elements and Comments: 
 - Note the patient’s pertussis immunization 
history. 

NOT A CASE

Bordetella pertussis 
identified by culture?

B. pertussis DNA 
detected by PCR?

Laboratory testing 
performed? 

PROBABLE

NOT A CASE

No

Clinical Description: 
In the absence of a more likely diagnosis, a cough 
lasting at least 2 weeks with at least one of the 
following symptoms: 
- Paroxysms of coughing (a series of coughs in 

rapid succession with increasing intensity)  
- Inspiratory “whoop”
- Post-tussive vomiting
- Apnea, with or without cyanosis

Matches at least one of the 
listed symptoms in the clinical 

description (paroxysmal 
coughing, “whoop,” etc.)? CONFIRMED

No

Yes
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